
META-COMMERCIAL  
STRUCTURES (10)

o÷cially registered commercial enti-
ties with an expedient, equivocal, or 
critical-interventionist relationship to 
commercial business practices

1	 		Acces	Local		
France; 1998–present

2		 	Com&Com		
Switzerland & Germany 
1997–present 

3		 	democratic	innovation		
Denmark; 1998–present

4			 	Futurefarmers		
USA; 1995–present

5		 	General	Idea		
Canada & USA, 1969–1994

6		 	Gob	Squad		
Germany & UK; 1994–present

7		 	gruppo	A12		
Italy; 1993–present  
(non-profit 2000–2005)

8		 	Just	Seeds		
USA, Canada & Mexico 
2007–present

9		 	Ligna		
Germany; 1995–present

10		 	Superflex		
Denmark & Brazil; 1993–present

NOT-FOR-PROFITS (NPOs)  
& NON-GOVERNMENTAL  
ORGANIZATIONS (NGOs) (15)

sometimes operating as adhoc,  
meta-legal structures in which their 
small membership informally 'per-
forms' official organizational roles 

11	 		Ala	Plástica			
Argentina; 1991–present

12		 cSPACE		
	 UK; 2002–present

13		 	Flux	Factory		
USA; 1994–present

14		 Freud’s	Dream	Museum		
  Russia; 1999–present 

15		 	Group	Material		
USA; 1979–1996 

16		Half	Machine		
 Denmark; 2002–2009

17		 	Harwood,	Wright	&	
Yokokoji			
UK; 2004–present

18	 	Icelandic	Love		
Corporation	
Iceland; 1996–present

19	 	Intermedia	Society			
Canada; 1967–1973

20	 	PLATFORM		
UK;  1984–present

21	 	raketa		
Sweden; 1998–present 

22	 	REPOhistory		
USA; 1989–2000

23			Rum46		
Denmark; 1995–present

24				Spanic	Attack	multi-arts	
collective	USA; 2003–present

25				WochenKlausur			
Austria; 1993–present

HYBRID GROUPS (3)

o÷cially registered as, or comprised 
of, both commercial & non-profit 
structures

26	 		Orgacom	   
Netherlands & Turkey 
1997–present 

27		pvi	collective	  
  Australia; 1998-present  

(informally structured 
1998–2008)

28			Videofreex  
USA; 1969–1978

INFORMALLY STRUCTURED 
GROUPS (38)

cellular, flexible, adaptive, few  
moving parts

29	 Artists	Against	the	War	
	 USA; 2002–present

30	 Artists	Meeting			
 USA; 2006–present

31		 	BEIGE	Programming	
Ensemble			
USA; 2000–2004

32		Brainstormers			
  USA: 2005–present 

33			Center	for	Tactical	Magic			
USA, Canada & Germany 
2000–present  

34		Chainworkers			
 Italy; 2001–present

35		 	Critical	Art	Ensemble				
USA; 1987–present

36	 	C.U.K.T.	(Technical	Culture	
Central	Office)	
Poland, France & UK; 1995–2005 

37	 	The	Fleas	
USA & Australia;	2002–present 

38	 	Free	Soil	
USA, Denmark & Germany 
2005–present 

39	 	Godzilla:	Asian	American	
Arts	Network	
USA; 1990–2001 

40	 	Gran	Fury	
USA; 1986–1994 

41	 	The	Howling	Mob	Society	
USA; 2006–2009 

42	 	Hydra	Poesis	
Australia; 2006–present

43	 	Institute	for	Applied	
Autonomy	
USA & Germany; 1998–present

44	 	Interim	Sites:	An	Urban	
Arts	Initiative	
USA; 1994–1998

45	 	irational.org	
UK, Spain, Mexico & Canada 
1997–present 

46	 	kleines	postfordistisches	
Drama	(kpD)		
Germany, Austria & Switzerland; 
2003–present

47	 	La	Lleca	
Mexico; 2004–present 

48	 	Los	Angeles	Urban	
Rangers	
USA; 2004–present

49	 	Meme-Rider	Media	Team		
USA; 2000–present

50	 	My	Dad’s	Strip	Club	
UK; 2002–present 

51	 	N55	
Denmark; 1996–present

52	 	Oda	Projesi	
Turkey; 1997–present 

53	 	Oliver	Ressler	
Austria; 1995–present (individual 
engaged in various collaborative 
practices) 

54	 	Parasite	
USA; 1997–1998 

55	 	The	Pink	Bloque	
USA; 2001–2005 

56	 	Preemptive	Media	
USA; 2001–2007 

57	 	Radical	Culture	Research	
Collective	
Europe & North America; 
2007–2009 

58	 	REINIGUNGSGESELLSCHAFT	
(RG);	Germany & Ukraine;  
1996–present

59	 	RELAX	(chiarenza	&	hauser	
&	co)	Switzerland; 1983–present	

60	 	Sisters	of	Survival	(SOS)	
USA; 1981–1984	

61	 	Skart	
Serbia; 1990–present 

62	 	subRosa	
USA; 1998–present

63	 	Surveillance	Camera	Players	
USA; 1996–present 

64	 	Urban	Rats	
 USA; 1981–1983 

65	 	The	Waitresses	
USA; 1977–1985

66	 	What	is	to	be	done?	
/Chto	delat?		
Russia; 2003–present 

67	 	UKK	(Unge	Kunstnere	og	
Kunstformidlere/Young	
Artists	&	Artworkers)	
Denmark; 2002–present

“We don’t do artworks, we are a political 
organization... UKK was established in pro-
test to the cultural politics of the right-wing 
nationalist Danish government. It influences 
cultural politics both in parliament, in state 
administration and in the institutions. UKK’s 
field is cultural politics and institutional 
practices; however UKK does see those as in-
separably connected to the politics at large 
of the government and as such we feel that 
UKK’s political work has an effect beyond 
art-politics into general politics.”

•

•

•

•



little	or	no	relationship	to	any	
formal	art	system

8	•	16	•	41	•	44	•	57	•	64

some	activity	with	museums,	art	
spaces,	&	biennials

			1		•		 3	 •	 9	 •	11	•	 12	•	13	 •	14	 •	15	

	17		•	19	 •	20	 •	21	•	22	•	24	 •	25	 •	27	

	28	•	29	 •	30	 •	31	•	32	•	33	 •	34	 •	35		

36	 •	37	 •	38	 •	39	•	40	•	42	 •	43	 •	45		

46	 •	47	 •	48	 •	49	•	50	•	51	 •	52	 •	53		

54	 •	55	 •	56	 •	59	•	60	•	61	 •	62	 •	63	

65	 •		66

some	activity	with	museums/art	
spaces/biennials	&	commercial	
dealers/art	markets

2	•	4	•	5	•	6	•	7	•	10	•	18	•	23	•	26	•	58

1960s

1970s

1980s

1990s

RELATIONSHIP TO THE “TWO SIDES” OF  
THE ART WORLD: MUSEUMS/PUBLIC SPACES 
VS COMMERCIAL DEALERS/ART MARKETS

DATE OF FORMATION

AVERAGE NUMBER OF REGULARLY  
ACTIVE MEMBERS

total	number	surveyed:	

total	number	of	survey	responses:

INFORMAL COLLECTIVES VS 
FORMAL ORGANIZATIONAL 
STRUCTURES

Nota bene: Some of these collectivities refuse 
the label “artist collective.” Often this is due to 
a critical or distanced relationship to modernist 
notions of art and/or collectivity. Members may 
be just as likely to come from other disciplines 
as from art; and many groups have temporary 
and changing configurations of members, rather 
than fixed memberships as implied by the term 
collective. They have been included in this 
survey because a majority of their activity is 
cultural work done collectively.
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many groups have informal or f lexible 
memberships and regularly collaborate 
with others
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